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manently resume office, though they might make it
impossible for Peel to carry on the Government. Those
who thought thus were wrong, as the event proved, and
the reason is that they did not sufficiently appreciate
the effect of the king's maladroit and inopportune
interference with the natural evolution of events. A
year or two later the Whig Government, disintegrated by
inherent weakness and intestine dissension, would have
fallen to pieces, and the new Conservative party, con-
solidated by Peel and reinforced by Stanley, would have
entered upon its natural inheritance. All that William
IV accomplished by dismissing Melbourne was to throw
the Whigs into the arms of O'Connell and the Badicals,.
and to compel Peel to fall back for a time on thej
antiquated and reactionary toryism of the House of|
Lords. The results may be traced in the whole sub-
sequent course of English politics down to the present
day.
Peel, though the dissolution had not procured him a
majority, determined to meet the Parliament he had
summoned and to strive by statesmanship to establish
and maintain his position.    He knew that the Opposition
would not spare him, but he was resolved to defy it as
long as he could.   It might be that the wisdom of his
measures and the moderation of his policy would so far
influence   public opinion as to paralyse   the   narrow
majority of the Whigs, and could he have approached
Irish questions in the broad and liberal spirit which
governed his general  policy this would undoubtedly >
have been the case.   But Ireland was the difficulty of I
both parties, and to both the difficulty proved insuper-i
able.     Hence  Peel was  overthrown and   the Whigs